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Gathering of God’s People

Please note that online worshippers join the livestream at 9:50 a.m.
We invite you to prepare for worship in quiet reflection.

PRELUDE   

Passacaglia in C-minor, BWV 582  	 J. S. Bach 	
Jeffrey Brillhart, organist

WELCOME � Melanie Hardison

Please stand, if able.

CALL TO WORSHIP
One 	 In the waters of baptism,
All  	 God marks us as kindred in his name.
One 	 In the waters of baptism,
All  	 the heavens open up and the Spirit pours out love.
One 	 In the waters of baptism,
All  	 God names us Beloved.
One 	 In the waters of baptism,
All  	 God claims us as God’s own.

HYMN 757   Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples		   � kingsfold 
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Today We All Are Called
to Be Disciples

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

757

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: H. Kenn Carmichael, 1985
MUSIC: English County Songs, 1893; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906
Text © 1989 H. Kenn Carmichael

KINGSFOLD
CMD

This text placing stewardship in the context of faithful witness was written by a retired Presbyterian minister
to be part of the 1986 stewardship campaign titled “Called to Be Disciples.” The tune name recalls the Sussex
village where the arranger first heard the melody.

757-today we all.mus, Page 1
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This text placing stewardship in the context of faithful witness was written by a retired Presbyterian minister
to be part of the 1986 stewardship campaign titled “Called to Be Disciples.” The tune name recalls the Sussex
village where the arranger first heard the melody.
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Proclamation of the Word

CHILDREN’S MOMENT � Rachel Pedersen

Following the Children’s Moment, children K - grade 5 depart for their Sunday School classes.

SENDING AMEN   

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION � Melanie Hardison

CALL TO CONFESSION AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION	  

Gracious God, you claim us and call us, you support us and uphold us, you 
save us and free us from our sin. Yet we slip into old habits, worshiping idols 
that have claimed our hearts, disregarding our impact on the earth and our 
neighbors. Forgive us. Meet us at the water again, that we might know we belong 
to you. 
	 A moment of silence for personal reflection and confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
During the Sung Response, children are invited to come forward for the Children’s Moment.

SUNG RESPONSE   Gloria	  � James Kealey
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FIRST LESSON   Isaiah 64:1-2
(pg. 694 in pew Bible)

O that you would tear open the 
heavens and come down, so that 
the mountains would quake at your 
presence—as when fire kindles 

brushwood and the fire causes water 
to boil—to make your name known to 
your adversaries, so that the nations 
might tremble at your presence!

ANTHEM   “How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place” from Requiem    	 Johannes Brahms  
Wie lieblich sind deine Wohnungen, 
o Herr der Heerscharen! Meine Seele 
verlanget und sehnet sich nach 
den Vorhöfen des Herrn; mein Herz 
und mein Leib schreien nach dem 
lebendigen Gott. Wohl ihnen, die in 
deinem Hause wohnen: die loben dich 
immerdar. 

How lovely is Thy dwelling-place, O 
Lord of Hosts! For my soul, it longeth, 
yea, fainteth for the courts of the Lord; 
my soul and body crieth out, yea, for 
the living God. Blest are they that 
dwell within Thy house; they praise 
Thy name evermore! 

SECOND LESSON   Mark 1:4-11	 John Willingham
(pg. 34 in pew Bible)

So John the baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. And the whole Judean region 
and all the people of Jerusalem were 
going out to him and were baptized 
by him in the River Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down 

and untie the strap of his sandals. I 
have baptized you with water, but he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 
by John in the Jordan. And just as he 
was coming up out of the water, he 
saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit descending like a dove upon 
him. And a voice came from the 
heavens, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.”

	 One	 The Word of the Lord.
	 All 	 Thanks be to God.

SERMON   Jesus, Moody, and Us� John Willingham
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Baptized in Water
BAPTISM

482

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Michael A. Saward, 1981
MUSIC: Gaelic melody; arr. Dale Grotenhuis, 1985
Text © 1982 The Jubilate Group (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
Music Arr. © 1987 Faith Alive Christian Resources 

BUNESSAN
5.5.8.5.5.9

Each stanza of this compact and carefully constructed text about baptism begins with allusions to John 3:5
and Ephesians 1:13. The interplay of constant and changing lines accentuates each added image. It is set here
to a Gaelic tune first transcribed in the 19th century.

5/13/13
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REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM AS A CONGREGATION  � Melanie Hardison

One 	 Beloved people of God, our baptism is the sign and seal of our cleansing from 
sin, and of our being grafted into Christ. Through the birth, life, death, and 
resurrection of Christ, the power of sin was broken and God’s kingdom entered 
our world. Through our baptism we were made citizens of God’s kingdom and 
freed from the bondage of sin.  Let us celebrate that freedom and redemption 
through the renewal of the promises made at our baptism. I ask you, therefore, 
once again to reject sin, to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, and to confess the 
faith of the church, the faith in which we were baptized. 

	 Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and 
renounce evil and its power in the world?

All  	 I renounce them.
One 	 Who is your Lord and Savior?
All	 Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.

Please stand, if able.

HYMN 482   Baptized in Water	 � bunessan  

Response to the Word
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One 	 Will you be Christ’s faithful disciples, obeying his word and showing  
	 his love?
All	 I will, with God’s help.
One 	 With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
All	 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in 

Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

One 	 As we anticipate and remember our baptism, be thankful. In the name of the  
	 Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All	 Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER� Rebecca Kirkpatrick

All 	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,		
	 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily  
	 bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass  
	 against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
	 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP  �

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   Cantique de Jean Racine       � Gabriel Fauré  

Verbe égal au Très-Haut, notre unique 
espérance Jour éternel de la terre et des 
cieux De la paisible nuit nous rompons 
le silence: Divin sauveur, jette sur nous 
les yeux Répands sur nous le feu de ta 
grâce puissante; Que tout l'enfer fuie au 
son de ta voix; Dissipe ce sommeil d'une 
âme languissante Qui la conduit à l'oubli 
de tes lois! O Christ! sois favorable à ce 
peuple fidèle Pour te bénir maintenant 

Word of God, one with the Most 
High, in Whom alone we have our 
hope, Eternal Day of heaven and 
earth, We break the silence of the 
peaceful night; Saviour Divine, cast 
your eyes upon us! Pour on us the fire 
of your powerful grace, That all hell 
may flee at the sound of your voice; 
Banish the slumber of a weary soul, 
That brings forgetfulness of your 
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Please fill in the Friendship Pad at the end of your pew; pass it down your row and back again.

Please stand, if able. 

DOXOLOGY 606   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow� old hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  � Rebecca Kirkpatrick

CELEBRATING THE MINISTRY OF JEFFREY BRILLHART	 Clare Mackie
 � John Willingham

HYMN 321   The Church’s One Foundation� aurelia
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The Church’s One Foundation
THE CHURCH

321

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Samuel John Stone, 1866, alt.
MUSIC: Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864

AURELIA
7.6.7.6.D

This hymn was one of twelve written by an English curate to affirm the articles of the Apostles’ Creed with
biblical allusions such as 1 Corinthians 3:11 here. Though not created for this text, the tune was joined to it in
1868, and the two have been inseparable ever since.

4/10/13
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laws! O Christ, look with favour upon 
your faithful people Now gathered 
here to praise you; Receive their 
hymns offered to your immortal 
glory; May they go forth filled with 
your gifts. 

assemblé; Reçois les chants qu'il offre à 
ta gloire immortelle Et de tes dons qu'il 
retourne comblé



9

&

?

# #

# #

44

44

œœ
1
2
3
4
5

The
E
Though
Mid
Yet

œœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ

lect
with
toil
she

chur ch’s
from

a
and
on

ev
scorn
trib

earth

one foun
ery
ful
u

has
œœ œœ œœ œœ

˙̇ œœ œ
da
na

won
la
un

tion
tion,
der
tion,
ion

is
yet
this
and
with

œ

˙
˙

œ
œ

œ
œ

œœ
œœ œœ œœ

Je
one

world
tu

God,

sus
o’er
sees
mult
the

Christ
all
her
of

Three

her
the
op
her
in

œœ œœ
œœ

œ
œ

..˙̇

earth,
pressed,

war,
One,

Lord.

..˙̇

-
-

-
-
-

-

-

-
-
-

-
-

-

-
-

&

?

# #

# #

œœ
her
by
she
and

She

œœ

œœ
œ
œ

œ
œ œœ

is
char
schis
waits
mys tic

the
ms
ter
his new

of
rent
con

sweet

cre
sal
a

sum
com

œœ œœ œœ# œ
œ

˙̇ œœ œœ
a

va
sun
ma
mu

der,
tion
nion

tion
tion:

by
one
by
of

with
˙
˙

# œ
œ

œ
œ

œ œœ œœ œ
wa

Lord,
her

peace
those

ter
one

e
for

whose

and
faith,
sies
ev

rest

the
one
dis
er
is

œ œ

œ
œ

œœ œœ œœ#

..˙̇
word.
birth.
tressed,
more:
won:

.

.
˙
˙

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-
-
-

-

- -
- -

-
-

&

?

# #

# #

œœ
One
yet
till
O

From

œ
œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ
ho

saints
with
hap

heaven

their
the
py

ly
he came

name
watch

vi
ones

and
she
are

sion
and

œœœ œœ œœ œ

˙̇ œœ
œœ

sought
bless
keep
glo
ho

her
es,

ing;
rious

ly!

to
par

their
her

Lord,
˙̇ œœ œ

œ

.

.œœ
jœœ œœ œ

be
takes
cry

long
give

one
goes
ing
us

his ho
ho
up:

eyes
grace

ly
“How

are
that

ly

œ

..œœ
J
œœ# œœ œœ#

..˙̇
bride.
food,
long?”
blest,
we,..˙̇

-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-
-

&

?

# #

# #

œ

and
like

With
and
And

œ

œœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ

to
soon
the

them,

his own
one
the

great
the

blood
hope
night

church
meek

she
of
vic
and

he

œœ œœ œœ œœ

˙̇ œœ œœ
bought
press
weep

to
low

her,
es,

ing
rious

ly,

and
with
shall
shall
may

˙
˙

œ
œ

œ
œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ
for
ev
be
be

live

her
ery
the
the

e

life
grace
morn
church

ter

en
of
at

nal

he

œ
œ

œ
œ

œœ
œ
œ

..˙̇

ly.
rest.

song.
dued.
died.

..˙̇
-

-
-

-
-

-

- - -

-

The Church’s One Foundation
THE CHURCH

321

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Samuel John Stone, 1866, alt.
MUSIC: Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864

AURELIA
7.6.7.6.D

This hymn was one of twelve written by an English curate to affirm the articles of the Apostles’ Creed with
biblical allusions such as 1 Corinthians 3:11 here. Though not created for this text, the tune was joined to it in
1868, and the two have been inseparable ever since.

4/10/13
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BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE � John Willingham

POSTLUDE   “Dieu Parmi Nous,” from La Nativité	 Olivier Messiaen
Jeffrey Brillhart, organist

“I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE.”
Bob Guthrie - December 28, 2025

Edgar Kunz - January 4, 2026 
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Worship Notes
SANCTUARY FLOWERS
	 The flowers in the Sanctuary are given by the Sanctuary Choir in deep appreciation  
	 of Jeffrey Brillhart’s 43 years of loving service to Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church.
CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION
	 Today’s call to worship and prayer of confession are taken from Call to Worship:   
	 Liturgy, Music, Preaching, and the Arts, volume 59.1. 
TODAY’S MUSIC
	 I chose the music for this morning’s service for very personal reasons. Bach’s 

monumental “Passacaglia in C minor” is akin to a sculpture carved out of granite. 
Using the traditional Baroque dance form called “passacaglia” (an eight bar theme 
heard alone on the pedal at the beginning of the work), Bach creates 20 variations and 
adds an astonishing double fugue to cap it off. For me, this may be Bach’s finest work 
for the organ. I have had the pleasure of conducting Brahms’ “A German Requiem” 
numerous times (most recently, two years ago here at BMPC). The fourth movement 
"Wie lieblich sind deine Wohnungen” (How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place) is the most 
beloved of all the movements. I conducted it on my first Sunday as Director of Music 
and Fine Arts. (I recall heading home after church thinking, “Wow, that’s MY choir!”)  
Its setting of verses from Psalm 84 is a great contrast to all that has gone before and 
is a delightful contemplation of the joys of heaven. The lilting, 3/4 time makes it 
positively waltz-like. Gabriel Fauré composed “Cantique de Jean Racine” at the age 
of 19. Jean Racine was a 17th-century French dramatist and one of the few poets to 
achieve fame outside his native country. Racine’s sublime text of praise is set perfectly 
by the youthful Fauré. The postlude on my first Sunday was Olivier Messiaen’s “Dieu 
Parmi Nous” (God Among Us). This final movement of Messiaen’s nine-movement 
Nativity Suite gathers everything together into a triumphant close. First comes the 
descent of God to earth (played on a thunderous pedal); then a few serene bars telling 
of the “sweetness of communion.” The music becomes increasingly impassioned (“the 
exulting of the soul”) until a dazzling toccata signals the Incarnation.

- Jeffrey Brillhart, Director of Music & Fine Arts
PLAYING THE CARILLON   
	 Nancy Lawrence Hill
BULLETIN COVER

	 River © 2018 John August Swanson
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WELCOME TO  
BRYN MAWR  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Welcome to Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church!  The start of a new year is an ideal opportunity 
to explore. Perhaps you are seeking a church home. Or maybe, you’ve been part of BMPC for a 
long time, but are sensing a tug to get involved in more significant ways. In either case, I hope 
this time of worship will inspire you to take the next step and explore how God is nudging you 
to grow in faith, service, and meaning. We’re honored to share in the journey with you! 

John M. Willingham
Interim Senior Pastor

NEW HERE?	
We are pleased that you are joining us as we 
worship God this morning. We invite you 
to introduce yourself to one of our pastors 
following the worship service. All of our 
programs, ministries, and opportunities for 
mission are open to everyone. Learn more  
at bmpc.org

T-COIL HEARING LOOP AVAILABLE 
BMPC’s Sanctuary and Congregational Hall 
are equipped with a T-Coil hearing loop 
system to enhance sound clarity for those 
with hearing aids or cochlear implants with 
a telecoil (“T” setting). Portable receiver 
units are also available in the Sanctuary upon 
request. We hope this technology enriches 
your worship experience! 

CHILDCARE ON SUNDAY
Childcare is available on Sundays from 
7:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for children ages six 
months and older. Please contact the Rev. 
Rachel Pedersen, RachelPedersen@bmpc.
org or Childcare Coordinator Erika Henry, 
childcare@bmpc.org with any questions.

LIVESTREAMED CHURCH SERVICES
Our Sunday 10:00 a.m. service is livestreamed 
and can be viewed at www.bmpc.org/live or 
on our YouTube channel. A recording of the 
service will also be available on our Worship 
Services website page and Vimeo channel 
starting Monday. If you are attending in 
person and prefer not to be on camera, please 
speak with an usher who will seat you in an 
area off camera.
 

mailto:RachelPedersen@bmpc.org
mailto:RachelPedersen@bmpc.org
mailto:childcare@bmpc.org
http://www.bmpc.org/live
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Announcements
TODAY

Filling the Well. Starting Jan., 11, 8:45 a.m., 
Children’s Library, Ed. Bldg. These weekly 
classes for women will explore Mary Pipher’s 
Women Rowing North, a thoughtful guide 
to aging with resilience, purpose, and joy. 
Through conversation and reflection, we’ll 
consider how to navigate life’s transitions 
with wisdom and grace. This supportive 
group offers connection, insight, and 
encouragement for women in every stage 
of midlife and beyond. This class is led 
by the Rev. Rebecca Kirkpatrick. Contact 
RebeccaKirkpatrick@bmpc.org

Jeffrey Brillhart Farewell Reception. Sun., 
Jan. 11, 11:15 a.m., Congregational Hall. Please 
join us after worship for a farewell reception 
honoring Jeffrey Brillhart, Director of Music & 
Fine Arts. We will gather with light food and 
refreshments to celebrate his remarkable 43 
years of music leadership and to congratulate 
him on his retirement.

Youth Positive Parenting Series. Sun., Jan. 
11, 6:00 p.m., Witherspoon Parlor. Join us for 
this month’s session of our Youth Positive 
Parenting Series, led by experts from the 
Middleton Counseling Center. This month’s 
focus is on stress and anxiety. Learn how 
to maintain balance, support adolescents, 
and maintain a calmer family environment. 
Designed for parents of 6th–12th graders, the 
series offers practical strategies for positive 
parenting and concurrent programming for 
youth. Contact AndyGreenhow@bmpc.org

UPCOMING & ONGOING

Are You Receiving The Messenger? The 
Lent and Easter edition of BMPC's quarterly 
magazine, The Messenger, will be arriving 
in mailboxes before Ash Wednesday. If you 
are not receiving the Messenger by mail or 
inbox and would like to, please reach out to 
Communications@bmpc.org 

Journeys: Richard Ranck. Jan. 4 – Feb. 22, 
Gallery. Journeys showcases a selection 
of works by painter and sculptor Richard 
Ranck, whose four-decade career is rooted 
in a deep engagement with materials and 
an intuitive, process-driven approach. His 
paintings and sculptures blur boundaries, 
exploring immediacy, transformation, and 
the layered histories revealed through texture 
and form. The exhibition invites viewers 
to slow down and encounter each piece 
beyond conventional narratives, reflecting 
on the shifting, ephemeral nature of artistic 
expression. 

Sunday Morning Discussion Group. 
Starting Sun., Jan. 4, 8:30 a.m., Cannon Room. 
The Rev. Dr. Paul MacMurray leads this 
engaging study of First John, inviting us to 
explore the heart of Christian faith through 
love, truth, and genuine discipleship, calling 
us to walk in the light, practice compassion, 
and embody Christ’s love. Speaking clearly to 
the challenges of our time, First John offers 
wisdom and resilience. For more information, 
contact katrmac2@icloud.com 

mailto:RebeccaKirkpatrick@bmpc.org
mailto:AndyGreenhow@bmpc.org
mailto:Communications@bmpc.org
mailto:katrmac2@icloud.com 
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Deacons’ Annual Blood Drive. Mon., Jan. 
12, 1:00-6:00 p.m., Congregational Hall. 
Volunteers are needed to donate blood. 
Register at bit.ly/BMPCBloodDrive Contact 
TiaraHarris@bmpc.org

High School Spirituality in College Retreat. 
Register by Fri., Jan. 16. High school students 
are invited to a retreat at Davis & Elkins 
College in wild and wonderful West Virginia 
Fri., Feb. 27 - Sun., Mar. 1. Students will have 
a chance to tour the campus, meet current 
students, stay in on-campus housing, explore 
artsy small towns, and connect with God and 
each other in the wilderness. Registration 
cost is $200, with scholarships available. 
Register at: bit.ly/HighSchoolRetreat2026 
Contact AndyGreenhow@bmpc.org

James Kealey Organ Recital: AGO January 
Jumpstart. Sat., Jan. 17, noon, Sanctuary. The 
Philadelphia Chapter of the American Guild 
of Organists presents January Jumpstart, a 
one-day workshop for church musicians and 
organists, featuring a performance of British 
organ music by BMPC’s James Kealey.

Faith in Action: Responding to a 
Changing World. Sun., Jan. 18, 11:15 a.m., 
Congregational Hall. Join us for an open, 
hope-filled conversation about the challenges 
facing our world, especially as they connect 
to our church’s longstanding commitments 
to social justice. This gathering invites all 
who care deeply to share concerns, listen, and 
imagine faithful next steps together. Come 
help shape our community’s path forward. 
Contact RebeccaKirkpatrick@bmpc.org

MLK Day Speaker Event. Mon., Jan. 19, 
7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Join Eastern University 
and BMPC’s Anti-Racism Committee for 
a special MLK Day talk with the Rev. Dr. 
Greg Thompson, author of Blood From the 
Ground: Racial Healing and Public Memory. 
He will share insights from his forthcoming 
book, a companion to his co-authored work 
Reparations: A Christian Call to Repentance 
and Repair.

God’s Voice Within: The Ignatian Way 
to Discover God’s Will. Tues., Jan. 20, 27, 
Feb. 3, 10, 7:00 p.m., Virtual. Join Patricia 
Danzon, Spiritual Director at the Middleton 
Counseling Center, as we explore God’s 
Voice Within, written by spiritual director 
Mark E. Thibodeaux, SJ. We will discover 
how to use Ignatian discernment to access 
our own spiritual intuition and understand 
that the most trustworthy wisdom of all 
comes not from outside sources, but from 
God working through us. God’s Voice Within 
is intended for people who know that there 
is more to the spiritual life than they are 
currently experiencing and are ready to take 
the next step in their walk of faith by making 
effective discernment—specifically Ignatian 
discernment—a daily practice. To register, 
KikiMcKendrick@bmpc.org

Congregational Meeting. Sun., Jan. 25, 11:00 
a.m., Sanctuary. A congregational meeting is 
called by the Session following the 10:00 a.m. 
worship service. This is a brief meeting to 
elect church officers and vote on changes to 
pastors’ terms of call.

http://bit.ly/BMPCBloodDrive
mailto:TiaraHarris@bmpc.org
http://bit.ly/HighSchoolRetreat2026
mailto:AndyGreenhow@bmpc.org
mailto:RebeccaKirkpatrick@bmpc.org
mailto:KikiMcKendrick@bmpc.org
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Dr. Wendy Cadge, President, Bryn 
Mawr College. Sun., Jan. 25, 11:30 a.m., 
Congregational Hall. Join us in welcoming 
Dr. Wendy Cadge, President of Bryn Mawr 
College and a leading scholar of religion in 
public life. Her work on chaplaincy, spiritual 
care, and community well-being brings fresh 
insight to how people seek meaning today. All 
are invited to this engaging and thoughtful 
conversation.

Installation of Our New Associate 
Pastor. Sun., Jan. 25, 4:00 p.m., Chapel. Join 
us as we joyfully celebrate the installation of 
the Rev. Melanie Hardison as our Associate 
Pastor for Congregational Care. All are 
warmly invited to attend and to stay for a 
reception following the service.

Oil Painting Class. Fridays, Jan. 30 – 
Mar. 6, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Fine Arts 
Center. A welcoming, hands-on course 
taught by Alice Dustin for both beginners 
and experienced artists. Learn essential 
techniques, get personalized guidance, and 
grow your creative skills in a supportive 
studio environment. A supply list will be 
provided. Registration is $150. Sign up: bit.ly/
BMPCOilPaintingClass 

Holy Leisure Potluck. Fri., Jan. 30, 6:00 
p.m., Witherspoon Parlor. Join us for a Holy 
Leisure Potluck and discussion led by the 
Rev. Melanie Hardison, Associate Pastor for 
Congregational Care. Melanie will share her 
journey of discerning God’s call to ministry– 
from ordained deacon to elder, and ultimately 
to Minister of Word and Sacrament– and 
reflect on listening for God amid our hopes, 
dreams, and realities. She will also speak 
about her call to BMPC and her transition 

here, offering a preview of the Digging Deeper 
series she will lead this spring on navigating 
major life transitions. RSVP for Holy Leisure 
online with a shared food item at: bit.ly/
HolyLeisureJan2026 Contact bmpc.holy.
leisure@gmail.com

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES 

Youth Summer Camp at Montreat. Register 
by Fri., Mar. 15. 6th - 12th Graders are invited 
to the Montreat Summer Youth Conference in 
Montreat, NC, Sat., Aug. 1 - Sat., Aug. 8, 2026. 
Youth will learn about Jesus, connect with 
new and old friends from across the country, 
worship, and have lots of time to play in a 
beautiful mountain setting. Registration Cost: 
$650. Scholarships are available. Register 
at: bit.ly/BMPCYouthCamp2026 Contact 
AndyGreenhow@bmpc.org 

Vacation Bible Camp. Mon., June 22 - 
Fri., June 26, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., BMPC 
Campus. Join us for a week of faith, fun, and 
friendship during Vacation Bible Camp! VBC 
is open to children entering PreK (must be 
4 years by May 1) through 5th grade and 
offers engaging, age-appropriate activities 
rooted in God’s love and community. Register 
at: bit.ly/VBCRegistration2026 Contact 
MaryRichards@bmpc.org 

Volunteer at Vacation Bible Camp. Mon., 
June 22 - Fri., June 26, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 
p.m., BMPC Campus. This summer, we will 
welcome over 150 children to Vacation Bible 
Camp, and we need YOU to make camp 
special for each one. You can volunteer to 
help with a specific station (like games), 
work with a small group, or help “behind 
the scenes.” Camp is from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 
p.m., and we’ll ask volunteers to arrive 

http://bit.ly/BMPCOilPaintingClass
http://bit.ly/BMPCOilPaintingClass
http://bit.ly/HolyLeisureJan2026
http://bit.ly/HolyLeisureJan2026
mailto:bmpc.holy.leisure@gmail.com
mailto:bmpc.holy.leisure@gmail.com


15

by 8:30 a.m. each day. Register at: bit.ly/
VBCVolunteer2026 Contact MaryRichards@
bmpc.org

CARING AND SHARING

Code Blue Volunteers Needed. For the 
month of January, BMPC will host a Code 
Blue Shelter to house up to five men sleeping 
outside in Lower Merion on the coldest 
nights. Volunteers will work in teams of two 
over two shifts each night the shelter is open: 
8:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m. and 1:30 a.m. - 6:30 a.m. 
Visit bit.ly/LMCodeBlue to sign up! Contact 
JenniferMcArthur@bmpc.org to receive the 
training video and more information. 

Join Us in the Fight Against Hunger. 
Through the BMPC Hunger Fund, our 
congregation supports more than eighteen 
food pantries and feeding programs in 
Greater Philadelphia and helps provide over 
1,000 casseroles each year. Your gifts make 
this possible and strengthen the work of our 
partners serving neighbors in need. Give 
using the white Hunger Envelopes in your 
pew rack or make a one-time or recurring gift 
online at onrealm.org/bmpc/give/hunger 

Serve Dinner at the Ardmore Food Pantry. 
The Ardmore Food Pantry offers a community 
meal on Monday evenings during pantry 
hours. On the second Monday of each month, 
they serve BMPC Hunger Casseroles. Two 
to three volunteers from BMPC are needed 
on those Monday nights to serve dinner 
from 5:15 to 7:00 p.m. If you are interested in 
volunteering for one month or on a regular 
basis, sign up at bit.ly/AFPDinner Contact 
RebeccaKirkpatrick@bmpc.org

Sanctuary Flower Donations. Openings are 
available in January and February for donors 
who wish to give flowers in memory of or in 
honor of loved ones. After Sunday services, 
our Deacons deliver small arrangements of 
the flowers to homebound church members. 
Contact SusanThorkelson@mac.com

mailto:JenniferMcArthur@bmpc.org
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Calendar

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11
7:45 a.m. 	 Childcare (infant - age 5), Ed. Bldg., Rm. 101 

8:00 a.m.	 Worship with Communion, Chapel

8:30 a.m.	 Sunday Morning Discussion Group, Cannon Room

8:45 a.m.	 Art@9, Ed. Bldg., Rm. 102

8:45 a.m.	 Filling the Well, Ed. Bldg., Rm. 105

9:00 a.m.	 Journeys by Ricard Ranck, Gallery

9:55 a.m. 	 Sunday School Ages 2s, 3s, and Pre-K, Ed. Bldg.

10:00 a.m.	 Youth Gathering (Gr. 6-12), Gym Youth Lounge

10:00 a.m.	 Worship with Sanctuary Choir, Sanctuary & Livestreamed

10:15 a.m. 	 Sunday School K-5th Grade, Ed. Bldg.

11:00 a.m.	 Family Fellowship, Ed. Bldg. Hall

11:15 a.m.	 Jeffrey Brillhart Farewell Reception, Congregational Hall

6:00 p.m.	 Youth Positive Parenting Series, Witherspoon Parlor

MONDAY, JANUARY 12	

1:00 p.m.	 Deacons’ Blood Drive, Congregational Hall

6:00 p.m.	 Foundational Board Meeting, Cannon Room

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13
9:00 a.m.	 Yoga for Life (hybrid), Gymnasium

10:30 a.m.	 Tai Chi (hybrid), Gymnasium

1:00 p.m.	 Child & Youth Protection Training, Cannon Room

6:00 p.m.	 Bells of Bryn Mawr Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room

6:45 p.m.	 BMPC Tutoring Program, Ed. Bldg. Hall

7:00 p.m.	 Session Meeting, Fullerton Room
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14
10:00 a.m.	 Coffee Cup Bible Study, Cannon Room

10:00 a.m.	 Wednesday Men’s Group, Converse House Parlor

4:30 p.m. 	 Wednesday Connection Group, Converse House Parlor

4:30 p.m.	 Piano Class A, Fine Arts Center

5:00 p.m.	 Chorister Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room

5:00 p.m.	 Junior Chorister Rehearsal, Ed. Bldg. Hall

5:30 p.m.	 Wednesday Night Dinner, Congregational Hall

6:00 p.m.	 Piano Class B, Fine Arts Center

7:00 p.m.	 Student Serve, Gym Youth Lounge

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15
7:00 p.m.	 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16
		  No events scheduled. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17
7:00 a.m.	 Fit4Mom, Gymnasium

7:00 a.m.	 Saturday Morning Men’s Connection Group, Converse House Parlor

All Day	 January Jumpstart (AGO Philadelphia), Sanctuary

12:00 p.m.	 Organ Recital with James Kealey, Sanctuary

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18
8:00 a.m.	 Worship with Communion, Chapel  

10:00 a.m.	 Worship with Sanctuary Choir, Sanctuary and Livestreamed 

		  The Rev. Dr. John M. Willingham will preach.
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John Willingham, Interim Senior Pastor

Andy Greenhow, Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families

Melanie Hardison, Associate Pastor for Congregational Care

Rebecca Kirkpatrick, Associate Pastor for Adult Education & Mission 
Rachel Pedersen, Associate Pastor for Children & Family Ministry

Jeffrey Brillhart, Director of Music & Fine Arts

James Kealey, Co-Director of Music & Fine Arts

Daniel Carroll, Organ Scholar

Worship Staff

Giving

CONNECT WITH US

BrynMawrPres

BrynMawrPres

user/brynmawrpres

Your generosity can make a profound 
difference at Bryn Mawr Presbyterian 
Church. Join us in spreading love 
and hope by giving at bit.ly/
BMPCGiveOnline or simply scan the 
QR code to the right. Every donation, 
no matter the size, fuels our mission 
to create a more faithful, just, and 
compassionate community. Together, 
let’s make a lasting impact!


