Third Sunday of Advent

BrynMawr Sunday, December 14, 2025
Presbyterian Chureh 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary

625 Montgomery Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 | (610) 525-2821 | bmpc.org



Gathering of God’s People

Please note that online worshippers join the livestream at 9:50 a.m.

PRELUDE

We invite you to prepare for worship in quiet reflection.

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland
James Kealey, organist

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

One
All
One
All
One
All

Please stand, if able.

Nicolaus Bruhns

Melanie Hardison

Listen to the promise: The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad!

The desert will rejoice and blossom.

The burning sand shall become a pool.

The thirsty ground a spring of water.

Say to those who are fearful: Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God!

HYMN 82 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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Please be seated.
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION Nancy Taylor
and Anne Chamberlin
One God of Mercy, you have knit us as a community. When we hold back our
struggles and our hopes,
All help us share our burdens and our joys, help us weep and rejoice
together.
One When we are tepid with our praise, and cautious in our responses,
All strengthen our voices to proclaim and help us celebrate with your
gifts.
One When our sorrow overwhelms and when our hearts are too heavy,
All Be the wellspring and the source of the joy we seek.
One O Come, O Come Immanuel, hear our prayer and bring us joy again.

A moment of silence for personal reflection and confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

During the Sung Response, children are invited to come forward for the Children’s Moment.



SUNG RESPONSE
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Re - joice! Re-joice! Em-man - u - el shall come to thee, O Is - ra-el.

Proclamation of the Word

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Rachel Pedersen
Following the Children’s Moment, children K - grade 5 depart for their Sunday School classes.

SENDING HYMN  Go Now Children With Our Blessing
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Melanie Hardison
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 35:1-10
(pg. 663 in pew Bible)
The wilderness and the dry land Strengthen the weak hands and make
shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice firm the feeble knees. Say to those
and blossom; like the crocus it shall who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong,
blossom abundantly and rejoice with do not fear! Here is your God. He will
joy and shouting. The glory of Lebanon come with vengeance, with terrible
shall be given to it, the majesty of recompense. He will come and save
Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the you.”
glory of the Lord, the majesty of our Then the eyes of the blind shall be

God. opened, and the ears of the deaf shall



be opened; then the lame shall leap
like a deer, and the tongue of the
speechless sing for joy. For waters
shall break forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert; the burning
sand shall become a pool and the
thirsty ground springs of water;

the haunt of jackals shall become a
swamp; the grass shall become reeds
and rushes.

A highway shall be there, and it shall
be called the Holy Way; the unclean

ANTHEM Gaudete

Gaudete, gaudete!
Christus est natus
Ex Maria virgine,
gaudete!

Tempus adest gratiee
Hoc quod optabamus,
Carmina leetitice
Devote reddamus.

Deus homo factus est
Natura mirante,
Mundus renovatus est
A Christo regnante.

Ezechielis porta
Clausa pertransitur,
Unde lux est orta
Salus invenitur.

Ergo nostra contio
Psallat iam in lustro;
Benedicat Domino:
Salus Regi nostro.

shall not travel on it, but it shall be
for God’s people; no traveler, not even
fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be
there, nor shall any ravenous beast
come up on it; they shall not be found
there, but the redeemed shall walk
there. And the ransomed of the Lord
shall return and come to Zion with
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon
their heads; they shall obtain joy and
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away.

Trad. 16th Century
Rejoice, rejoice!
Christ is born
Of the Virgin Mary -
Rejoice!

The time of grace has come—
What we have wished, for;

Songs of joy
Let us give back faithfully.

God has become man,

With nature marvelling,

The world has been renewed
By the reigning Christ.

The closed gate of Ezekiel
Is passed through,
Whence the light is risen;
Salvation has been found.

Therefore, let our assembly
Now sing in brightness
Let it bless the Lord:

Greetings to our King.



SECOND LESSON Luke 1:46b-55
(pg. 57 in pew Bible)

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my
spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for

he has looked with favor on the lowly
state of his servant. Surely from now
on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great
things for me, and holy is his name;
indeed, his mercy is for those who fear
him from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the

One 'The Word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God.

SERMON Even the Wilderness

Rachel Pedersen

imagination of their hearts. He has
brought down the powerful from
their thrones and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good
things and sent the rich away empty.
He has come to the aid of his child
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to
our ancestors, to Abraham and to his
descendants forever.”

Rachel Pedersen

Response to the Word

Please stand, if able.

HYMN 84 Creator of the Stars of Night
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we pray you, hear us when we call
of Mar -y, blame - less moth - er mild.
like those in heaven, shall call you Lord.

from age to age e - ter - nal - ly. A -  men
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Melanie Hardison
All In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without

ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of people
long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ
in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for
God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

~ from A Brief Statement of Faith

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

All Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INTERIM SEARCH COMMITTEE MINISTRY MOMENT Sarah Gunther
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP Melanie Hardison
OFFERTORY ANTHEM O Come, O Come Immanuel John Rutter

O come, O come, Immanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile
here until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Inmanuel shall come to thee, O
Israel. O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny; from depths of
hell thy people save, and give them victory oer the grave. Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel. O come thou day-spring, come and cheer our spirits here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night and death’s dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice!
Rejoice! Immanuel shall come, O Israel. O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to
thy tribes, on Sinai’s height, in ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty
and awe. Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. O come, though Key
of David, come, and open wide our home; make safe the way that leads on high, and
close the path to misery. Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.



Please fill in the Friendship Pad at the end of your pew; pass it down your row and back again.

Please stand, if able.

DOXOLOGY 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Melanie Hardison
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Your peo - ple long to  greet you, my hope, my heart's de - light!

your thirst for my sal - va - tion pro-cured my lib - er - ty
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in love, all loves ex - cel - ling, our lost and fal - len race.
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BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE

- r

Rachel Pedersen

POSTLUDE Prelude in E minor, Bwv 548
Jeffrey Brillhart, organist

Worship Notes

TODAY'S MUSIC
Today’s anthems come from sources hundreds of years old. “Gaudete” is thought
to have been composed in the 16th century (it first appeared in a 1582 collection of
carols published in North Germany). Its Latin text follows a typical medieval pattern
of verse and refrain. Most medieval carols focused on Mary, with others focused on
various saints.
John Rutter, arguably the most beloved arranger of Christmas carols, has added extra
beauty to the ancient carol “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” This hymn has its origins in
the series of “O Antiphons” (O Sapientia, O Radix Jesse, and several others) that were
chanted as early as the 8th century at Vespers on the days leading up to Christmas—
each one invoking an aspect of Jesus.
In 1851, an English clergyman, John Mason Neale, adapted these ancient texts as
an English poem, O Come, O Come Emmanuel, and it was then set to the melody
of a 15th-century plainchant hymn, Veni, Veni Emmanuel. Rutter’s arrangement is
straightforward and effective, beginning with an unadorned version of the hymn in its
beautiful simplicity.

Johann Sebastian Bach

- Jeffrey Brillhart, Director of Music & Fine Arts
PLAYING THE CARILLON
Paul McConnell
BULLETIN COVER
© Drawn to the Word/Paul Oman Fine Art. All Rights Reserved.
www.drawn-to-the-word.com
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WELCOME TO
BRYN MAWR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Welcome to Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church as we journey through this sacred season of

Advent—a time of waiting, watching, and preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ. In

these weeks of hope, peace, joy, and love, we are invited to slow down, listen deeply, and look

for God’s presence breaking into our lives and our world.

Whether you're joining us regularly or worshiping here for the first time, were grateful for your

presence. Through worship, fellowship, and service, may this season draw us closer to God

and to one another as we journey toward the light of Christmas. Inside this bulletin, you'll find

ways to engage more fully in the life of our community.

— The Pastors of Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church

NEW HERE?

We are pleased that you are joining us as we
worship God this morning. We invite you

to introduce yourself to one of our pastors
following the worship service. All of our
programs, ministries, and opportunities for
mission are open to everyone. Learn more

at bmpc.org

T-COIL HEARING LOOP AVAILABLE

BMPC’s Sanctuary and Congregational Hall
are equipped with a T-Coil hearing loop
system to enhance sound clarity for those
with hearing aids or cochlear implants with

a telecoil (“T” setting). Portable receiver
units are also available in the Sanctuary upon
request. We hope this technology enriches
your worship experience!

CHILDCARE ON SUNDAY

Childcare is available on Sundays from
7:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for children ages six
months and older. Please contact the Rev.
Rachel Pedersen, RachelPedersen@bmpc.

org or Childcare Coordinator Erika Henry,
childcare@bmpc.org with any questions.

LIVESTREAMED CHURCH SERVICES
Our Sunday 10:00 a.m. service is livestreamed
and can be viewed at www.bmpc.org/live or

on our YouTube channel. A recording of the
service will also be available on our Worship
Services website page and Vimeo channel
starting Monday. If you are attending in
person and prefer not to be on camera, please
speak with an usher who will seat you in an
area off camera.



Announcements

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

Christmas Eve Family Service. Wed., Dec. 24, 4:30 p.m., Sanctuary and Livestreamed.
Family Service with Nativity Tableau and musical leadership by BMPC'’s Choristers, and
the Bryn Mawr Festival Brass. The prelude begins at 4:15 p.m. Infant and toddler childcare
available without reservations from 3:45-5:45 p.m. in the Education Building, Room 101.
For those who prefer a quieter setting, Congregational Hall will be available as a remote
viewing space for our 4:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service.

Christmas Eve Worship With Communion. Wed., Dec. 24, 8:30 p.m., Sanctuary and
Livestreamed. Carols and anthems led by BMPC’s Sanctuary Choir. The Rev. Dr. John M.
Willingham will preach. The prelude begins at 8:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols. Wed., Dec. 24, 11:00 p.m., Sanctuary. After several
years of not gathering for worship late in the evening on Christmas Eve, the church will
once again offer a candlelit service of Lessons and Carols at 11:00 p.m. This service will
move us through scripture readings that tell the broad story of God’s love for the world
and the incarnation of the Christ Child. The prelude begins at 10:30 p.m.

TODAY

Rainbow Reindeer Games. Sun., Dec. 14,
11:00 a.m., Gym & Front Lawn. Current 5th-
12th graders are invited to participate in
this fellowship event. We will provide pizza
and play ridiculously fun games. Friends are

welcome to join. Contact AndyGreenhow@
bmpc.org

The Rev. Melanie Hardison's Class on
Transitions. Sun., Dec. 14, 11:15 a.m.,,
Fullerton Room. Join us for a conversation
about navigating major life transitions led
by the Rev. Melanie Hardison. Melanie will
present a framework for understanding and
managing transitions, based on William
Bridges’s book Transitions, which she used to

guide her transition from Kansas City to Bryn
Mawr last summer. She will share stories from
her own life and facilitate discussion on ways
we can apply Bridges’ framework to other
types of life transitions.

Prologue to Epilogue: Christmas Concert.
Sun., Dec. 14, 4:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Join us

for a new candlelit musical tradition at
BMPC, inspired by the Lessons and Carols
tradition. Through scripture, choral anthems,
congregational carols, and brass-led music,
this service offers a thoughtful retelling of the
Advent and Christmas story—from ancient
prophecy to Christ’s birth—illuminating
themes of longing, hope, and divine promise
in the warm glow of our Sanctuary.

11
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Bryn Mawr Gives Love. Stewardship
2026. Our mission goals are to serve with
compassion, pursue justice, and seek
transformation. Our mission and outreach
have focused on our neighbors in Lower
Merion and West Philadelphia, but we also
have global mission partners. Whether our
work relates to local efforts to curb gun
violence or global efforts in Peru, Africa, or
India, your gifts and pledges allow this work
to continue. Thank you for your support.

UPCOMING & ONGOING

Advent Story Path Labyrinth. Walking

a labyrinth during the season of Advent
provides a meaningful way to journey to
Bethlehem. The small labyrinth is open daily
during Advent, Monday through Friday, 8:00
a.m. - 7:00 p.m.; Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00
p.m.; and Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. in the
Chapel. Contact KikiMcKendrick@bmpc.org

Advent Harpsichord Series. Tuesdays,

Dec. 16 and 23, noon, Sanctuary. Take a
midweek musical break this Advent with

our Tuesday at Noon Harpsichord Series,
featuring performances by Jeffrey Brillhart
and Gabriel Benton. Enjoy beautiful early and
Baroque music on BMPC’s exquisite 1966
William Dowd-built Robert Hauptfuhrer
Memorial Harpsichord. Experience a peaceful
and inspiring pause in the Sanctuary each
Tuesday of Advent.

Wee Christmas. Wed., Dec. 17, 4:00 p.m.,
Sanctuary. Designed for children ages 2-5
years and their families, this special retelling
of the Christmas Story allows our youngest
members to hear and participate in the story
of Jesus’ birth. Helpers are welcome! Contact
MaryRichards@bmpc.org

Longest Night Service. Wed., Dec. 17, 7:00
p-m., Sanctuary and Livestreamed. This con-
templative worship service is for anyone
yearning for comfort amid personal grief and
hope for a more peaceful world. The Rev.
Melanie Hardison and our new Interim Senior
Pastor, the Rev. Dr. John M. Willingham, who
begins his ministry with us that week, will
co-lead the service. The service will include a
brief meditation by Melanie accompanied by
prayer, carol singing, special music and can-
dle lighting, leading us through darkness to-
ward healing and wholeness. Weather permit-
ting, a candlelit labyrinth on the Front Lawn
will welcome walkers from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Code Blue Volunteer Training. Sun., Dec. 21,
11:30 a.m., Gloucester Room. For the month of
January, BMPC will host a Code Blue Shelter to
house up to five men sleeping outside in Lower
Merion on the coldest nights. Volunteers will
work in teams of two over two shifts each night
the shelter is open: 8:30 p.m. - 1:30 a.m. and
1:30 a.m. - 6:30 a.m. Training will take place for
anyone interested in learning more. To receive
the link to sign up to volunteer, and if you have
questions, please contact JenniferMcArthur@

bmpc.org

Youth & Young Adult Pilgrimage to Taizé.
Sat., July 10 - Mon., July 20. Current Youth
(Ages 15 years +) and Young Adults (Ages
20-30 years), are invited to a pilgrimage to the

ecumenical monastic community at Taizé,
France. Participants will have an opportunity
to slow down, spend time in prayer and
worship, and enjoy the company of young
pilgrims from all over the world. Register by
Wed., Dec. 31. Youth: bit.ly/YouthTaize2026
Young Adults: bit.ly/YoungAdultTaize Contact
AndyGreenhow@bmpc.org




High School Spirituality in College Retreat.
Fri., Feb. 27 - Sun., Mar. 1, Davis & Elkins
College, Elkins, WV. High school students
are invited to a retreat at Davis & Elkins
College in wild and wonderful West Virginia.
Students will have a chance to tour the
campus, meet current students, stay in on-
campus housing, explore artsy small towns,
and connect with God and each other in

the wilderness. Registration cost is $200,
with scholarships available. Register by Jan.
16: bit.ly/HighSchoolRetreat2026 Contact
AndyGreenhow@bmpc.org

CARING AND SHARING

Join Us in the Fight Against Hunger.
Through the BMPC Hunger Fund, our
congregation supports more than eighteen
food pantries and feeding programs in
Greater Philadelphia and helps provide over
1,000 casseroles each year. Your gifts make
this possible and strengthen the work of our
partners serving neighbors in need. Give
using the white Hunger Envelopes in your
pew rack or make a one-time or recurring gift
online at onrealm.org/bmpc/give/hunger

Advent Giving to Mission. Sundays through
Dec. 21, 11:15 a.m., Atrium. AGM provides the
opportunity to purchase alternative gifts at
Christmas for friends and family in support of
a wide variety of partners around the world.
AGM representatives will be present in the
Atrium before and after worship to place
orders and answer questions about mission
groups and their chosen projects. Orders may
also be placed online at www.BrynMawrAGM.

com

Serve Dinner at the Ardmore Food Pantry.
The Ardmore Food Pantry offers a community
meal on Monday evenings during pantry
hours. On the second Monday of each month,
they serve BMPC Hunger Casseroles. Two

to three volunteers from BMPC are needed
on those Monday nights to serve dinner

from 5:15 to 7:00 p.m. If you are interested in
volunteering for one month or on a regular
basis, sign up at bit.ly/AFPDinner Contact
RebeccaKirkpatrick@bmpc.org

Sanctuary Flower Donations. Openings are
available in January and February for donors
who wish to give flowers in memory of or in
honor of loved ones. After Sunday services,
our Deacons deliver small arrangements of
the flowers to homebound church members.
Contact SusanThorkelson@mac.com

13



14

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14

7:45 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:55 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

Childcare (infant - age 5), Ed. Bldg., Rm. 101

Worship with Communion, Chapel

Art@9, Ed. Bldg., Rm. 102

Member Perspectives Exhibit, Gallery

Sunday School Ages 2s, 3s, and Pre-K, Ed. Bldg,.

Youth Gathering (Gr. 6-12), Gym Youth Lounge

Worship with Sanctuary Choir, Sanctuary & Livestreamed
Sunday School K-5th Grade, Ed. Bldg.

Family Fellowship, Ed. Bldg. Hall

Atrium Cafe, Atrium

Advent Labyrinth Walk, Children’s Chapel

Rainbow Reindeer Games, Gymnasium and Front Lawn

The Rev. Melanie Hardison's Class on Transitions, Fullerton Room
Call Time for Christmas Concert Singers, Rehearsal Room

Prologue to Epilogue: Christmas Concert, Sanctuary

MONDAY, DECEMBER 15

All Day
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Advent Labyrinth Walk, Children’s Chapel
Hunger Committee Meeting, Cannon Room
FIT4AMOM DELCO, Gymnasium

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16

All Day
9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:45 p.m.

Advent Labyrinth Walk, Children’s Chapel
Yoga for Life (hybrid), Gymnasium

TaiChi (hybrid), Gymnasium

Parkinson’s Support Group, Cannon Room
Advent Harpsichord Recital, Sanctuary

Dance for Parkinson’s Disease, Gymnasium
Bells of Bryn Mawr Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room
BMPC Tutoring Program, Ed. Bldg. Hall



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17

All Day

10:00 a.m.

4:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Advent Labyrinth Walk, Children’s Chapel

Coffee Cup Bible Study, Cannon Room

Wee Christmas, Sanctuary

Wednesday Connection Group, Converse House Parlor
Piano Class A, Fine Arts Center

Chorister Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room

Junior Chorister Rehearsal, Ed. Bldg. Hall

Longest Night Labyrinth Walk - Front Lawn
Wednesday Night Dinner, Congregational Hall

Piano Class B, Fine Arts Center

Youth Environmental Justice Committee, Gym Youth Lounge

Longest Night Worship Service, Sanctuary

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18

All Day
9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Advent Labyrinth Walk, Children’s Chapel
Singing for Life Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19

All Day
10:30 a.m.

Advent Labyrinth Walk, Children’s Chapel
Weekday School Christmas Pageant, Sanctuary

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20

7:00 a.m.
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Fit4Mom, Gymnasium

Saturday Morning Men's Connection Group, Converse House Parlor
Advent Labyrinth Walk, Children’s Chapel

Barbara Stelwagon Memorial Service, Chapel

Reception for Barbara Stelwagon, Congregational Hall

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Worship with Communion, Chapel
Worship with Sanctuary Choir, Sanctuary and Livestreamed

The Rev. Dr. John M. Willingham will preach.
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Your generosity can make a profound
difference at Bryn Mawr Presbyterian
Church. Join us in spreading love

and hope by giving at bit.ly/
BMPCGiveOnline or simply scan the

QR code to the right. Every donation,
no matter the size, fuels our mission
to create a more faithful, just, and
compassionate community. Together,

let’s make a lasting impact!

BrynMawr

Presbyterian Church

CONNECT WITH US

BrynMawrPres

o user/brynmawrpres

Worship Staff

Andy Greenhow, Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families
Melanie Hardison, Associate Pastor for Congregational Care
Rebecca Kirkpatrick, Associate Pastor for Adult Education & Mission
Rachel Pedersen, Associate Pastor for Children & Family Ministry
Jeffrey Brillhart, Director of Music & Fine Arts

James Kealey, Co-Director of Music & Fine Arts

Daniel Carroll, Organ Scholar



